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The Plant Kingdom

Hydrodictyon. The water net, Hydrodictyon, has cylindrical
cells which are united to form a conspicuous elongated sac-shaped
net (Figs. 534, 535). The water net is widely distributed and fairly

FIG. 534. Portion of net of Hydrodictyon reticulatum

common. The nets may be as much as 30 cm. in length, but are
usually smaller. When young, each cell contains a single nucleus;
but as they grow the number of nuclei increases, and in a mature

FIG. 535. Small portion of net of Hydrodictyon reticulatum, showing shape and
arrangement of cells
cell there are numerous nuclei. Just as Vokox may be regarded as
the culmination of motile colonies, so Hydrodictyon may be thought
of as the culmination of non-motile colonies which reproduce by
motile cells. Each cell of the net of Hydrodictyon is capable of
asexual reproduction through the formation of a daughter net